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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN PRESSURE FOR PHILIPPINE RECOGNITION 

REF: SEOUL 0508 

1 . EMBOFF CALLED ON ROK POLCOUNS CHANG SOUK KIM JAN 28 TO 
DISCUSS REPORTS THAT FREINDS OF MRS. IMELDA MARCOS ARE EAGER 
FOR DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH NORTH KOREA IN RESPONSE TO LONG- 
STANDING PRESSURES FROM PYONGYANG. EMBOFF SAID LATEST FLURRY 
OF PSECULATION APPARENTLY SET OFF BY ITEM IN "INTELLIGENCE" 

COLUMN OF DEC 31 FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW DESCRIBING ROUND 
OF CONTACTS IN PEKING LAST SUMMER BETWEEN PHILIPPINE AMBASSADOR 
BENJAMIN "KOKOY" ROMUALDEZ, BROTHER OF MRS. MARCOS, AND NORTH 
KOREAN OFFICIALS. ITEM ALLEGES THAT MRS. MARCOS HAS PERSONALLY 
MET TWICE WITH NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS. EMBOFF NOTED SIMILAR 
STORIES HAVE BEEN IN CIRCULATION FOR MANY MONTHS. HE OBSERVED 
THAT WE HAD NO CONFIRMING EVIDENCE OF MRS. MARCOS' PERSONAL 
INVOLVEMENT. 

2. KIM SAID HE NOT AWARE OF SIGNIFICANT NEW DEVELOPMENTS SINCE 
NK-ROMUALDEZ CONTACTS IN PEKING LAST SUMMER (AUGUST). 
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KIM ADDED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT IS REASONABLY CERTAIN THAT 
AS LONG AS ROMULO IS IN OFFICE HE WILL MAINTAIN THE 
CURRENT POLICY OUT OF STRONG FRIENDSHIP FOR SOUTH 
KOREA, BUT GROK IS WORRIED ABOUT ROMULO'S TENURE 
ESPECIALLY SINCE UNFORTUNATE SNAG IN US BASE NEGOTIATIONS 
LAST DECEMBER. HE ALSO OBSERVED (AND EMBOFF AGREED) THAT 
SECURITY CONSIDERATIONS WOULD PROBABLY CONTINUE TO DETER 
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MANILA FROM WELCOMING NK EMBASSY, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF 
RECENT SCANDALS INVOLVING NK DIPLOMATS. 

3. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT REPORT CITED REFTEL 
MAY BE NO MORE THAN RECYCLING OF CURRENT 
ACCUMULATION OF RUMORS. HOWEVER WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT 
KOKOY, AMBASSADOR TO CAIRO, J.V. CRUZ AND OTHER FRIENDS 
OF MRS. MARCOS FAVOR RECOGNITION OF PYONGYANG AS PART 
OF GENERAL REAPPROACHMENT WITH COMMUNIST/THIRD WORLD 
POWERS. IT IS APPARENTLY A FACT THAT ROMULO IS IMPORTANT 
FACTOR IN MAINTENANCE OF THE STATUS QUO AND HIS 
RETIREMENT COULD PRECIPITATE CHANGE RATHER SWIFTLY. 

SULLIVAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS ESTABLISHMENT, RECOGNITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Jan-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MANILA01513 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770033-0709 
Format: TEL 
From: MANILA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 3/aaaaaccz. tel 

Line Count: 75 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 7efd60d3-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 SEOUL 508 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 1 -Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3536907 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NORTH KOREAN PRESSURE FOR PHILIPPINE RECOGNITION 
TAGS: PFOR, KS, KN, (CHANG SOUK KIM) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7efd60d3-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



